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Pizzeria worker sees Jesus in sauce bucket on first Friday of Lent 

 
(Acts 18:9-10) One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do 
not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many 
people in this city.” 
2 Timothy 1:7 (NLT)  For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, 
and self-discipline   
(Acts 18:11) So Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God. 
(2 Timothy 4:1-2) In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, 
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared 
in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful 
instruction. 
• Be aware we are accountable to God – a performance review is coming 
(2 Corinthians 2:17) Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in 
Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent from God. 
2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 
may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 
• God’s potential for us ------------ Our actual performance 
• The gap is lack of living UHI (under His influence) 
• Preach/teach THE word of God – all of it 
(2 Timothy 3:16) All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, 
(Acts 20:27) For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 

(1 Peter 3:15) But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 
respect, 
• Christ follower – never lose your sense of urgency – life and death hang in the balance 
(Hebrews 4:12) For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of 
the heart. 
(John 14:1-9) “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may 
be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we 
don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and 



the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really knew me, you 
would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said, 
“Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, 
Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
• Mature Christ followers exhibit the fruit of the Spirit; PATIENCE 
Galatians 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
(Jonah 3:1-2) Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: “Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 
(2 Timothy 4:3) For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit 
their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching 
ears want to hear. 
(Ephesians 2:1-2) As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who 
is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

Romans 3:23 (NLT) For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 
Romans 6:23 (NLT) For the wages of sin is death… 

John 8:31-32  To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you 
are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 
• People are starving for truth.  We have the only truth. 
(2 Timothy 4:4-5) They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep 
your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of 
your ministry. 
• The Bible must be read, believed, and practiced as the FINAL authority in every area of our 

lives 
(2 Timothy 4:1-5, The Message)  I can't impress this on you too strongly. God is looking over your 
shoulder. Christ himself is the Judge, with the final say on everyone, living and dead. He is about to 
break into the open with his rule, so proclaim the Message with intensity; keep on your watch. 
Challenge, warn, and urge your people. Don't ever quit. Just keep it simple. You're going to find that 
there will be times when people will have no stomach for solid teaching, but will fill up on spiritual junk 
food—catchy opinions that tickle their fancy. They'll turn their backs on truth and chase mirages. But 
you—keep your eye on what you're doing; accept the hard times along with the good; keep the 
Message alive; do a thorough job as God's servant. 

(Colossians 1:28-29) We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that 
we may present everyone perfect in Christ. To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so 
powerfully works in me. 
• The Bible is alive, it speaks to me, it has feet, it runs after me, it has hands, it lays hold on 

me – Martin Luther 
All Bible references are from the New International Version (NIV) unless otherwise noted. NLT = New Living Translation. 


