
Acts 8  “GO!” 
August 25, 2010  Message # BD114 

 

Matthew 28:19-20  “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
2 Timothy 3:12  “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted…” 
Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 8:1“And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On that day a great persecution broke out against 
the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.” 

 
Acts 8:2-4 “Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. 
Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison. Those who had been 
scattered preached the word wherever they went.” 

1. We are Christ followers everywhere we go 
Acts 8:5-7 “Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. When the crowds heard 
Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. With shrieks, evil 
spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed.” 

2. To be effective, we must be filled 
Acts 8:8 “So there was great joy in that city.” 

Romans 14:17  “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit…” 
Acts 8:9-13 “Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the 
people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, and all the people, both high and low, gave him 
their attention and exclaimed, "This man is the divine power known as the Great Power." They followed him 
because he had amazed them for a long time with his magic. But when they believed Philip as he preached the 
good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 
Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs 
and miracles he saw.” 

3. The direction of our life depends upon whether we embrace, ignore, or twist the Word of God 
Colossians 2:15 “And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over them by the cross.” 
1Peter 5:8 “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour.” 

Revelation 20:10 “And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where 
the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night forever and 
ever.” 
Mark 5:1-8 “They went across the lake to the region of [Gadara] the Gerasenes. When Jesus got out of the 
boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. This man lived in the tombs, and no one could 
bind him any more, not even with a chain. For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains 



apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. Night and day among the 
tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones. When he saw Jesus from a distance, he 
ran and fell on his knees in front of him. He shouted at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, 
Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!" For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of 
this man, you evil spirit!” 

Luke 10:17-20 “The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 
name." He replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes 
and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that 
the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

Matthew 11:12  “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been 
forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.” 
Exodus 7:8-12  “The LORD said to Moses and Aaron,"When Pharaoh says to you, 'Perform a miracle,' 
then say to Aaron, 'Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh,' and it will become a snake." So 
Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron threw his staff down 
in front of Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake. Pharaoh then summoned wise men and 
sorcerers, and the Egyptian magicians also did the same things by their secret arts: Each one threw 
down his staff and it became a snake. But Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs.” 
Psalms 33:6 “By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.” 

Acts 8:14-25 “When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted [embraced] the word of God, 
they sent Peter and John to them. When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money and 
said, "Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." Peter 
answered: "May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 
You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. Repent of this 
wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. For I see 
that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin." Then Simon answered, "Pray to the Lord for me so that 
nothing you have said may happen to me." When they had testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord, Peter 
and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages.” 

4. Allow circumstances in life to make you better, not bitter 
Acts 8:26-40 “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza." So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official 
in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 
and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, 
"Go to that chariot and stay near it." Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the 
prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. "How can I," he said, "unless someone 
explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. The eunuch was reading this passage of 
Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth. In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life 
was taken from the earth."  The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, 
himself or someone else?" Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news 
about Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is 
water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch 
went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. Philip, 
however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached 
Caesarea.” 

Galatians 5:25  “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” 
5. Our lives are to be led by the Holy Spirit 
All Bible references are from the New International Version (NIV) unless otherwise noted. 


